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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17,19-28 and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Attenberg US Patent 5,913,019 in view of Drake et al US Patent 5,487,010 and 

Frey et al US Patent 6,369,908. Attenberg discloses all of the instant application 

including plurality of background -patterns, image display, image generating and editing 

means, printing apparatus but does not specifically disclose the use of a virtual 

keyboard and specific memory devices or that a character string may be assigned to 

each logical layer. Specifically Attenberg discloses in Column 2 that the machine uses 

a touch screen to operate all functions from a displayed user friendly menu, a plurality of 

backgrounds, users may choose from among a menu of different computer generated, 

background or foreground images, multiple images on the same sheet that may be 

peeled off separately, that the user may modify the image, a composite image. Columns 

3 and 4 disclose the use of a keypad, keyboard and a touchscreen. Columns 5 and 6 

disclose that the stickers may have a variety of intended uses and that electronic 

processing techniques for generating first electronic image information from a projected 

image and for electronically incorporating a background image into the first electronic 
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image information are well known in the art. Specifically this step includes the 
electronic incorporation into the image of the user of a background image selected by 
the user from among the multiple background images presented on the display. Column 
6:16-21 disclose that techniques for electronically formatting and generating the 
electronic multiple information from the electronic single image information such that a 
printer will print out multiple images of the same image on a single sheet, are well 
known to those skilled in the art. Column 6:60-65 disclose that it is possible to eliminate 
the keypad and the functions performed by the keypad be installed in a touch screen. 
Column 7 discloses modifying the image and column 8 discloses a currency acceptor. 
With respect to a re-editing function this is seen as an obvious matter of choice well 
within the capabilities of one skilled in the art of program design. If .one wants to have 
the user go back and edit each layer then the user could have the option to re-edit the 
layer. This would fall under the disclosure of column 5 lines 60-65 that electronic 
processing techniques for generating first electronic image information from a projected 
image and for electronically incorporating a background image into the first electronic 
image information are well known in the art and will not be further described herein. 
Column 8 also discloses that the composite image is made up of a plurality of layers 
and the multiple image file is generated from the saved captured images (layer 1 and 
layer 2 and a foreground image). This is an ordered layering system. Attenberg lacks 
in disclosing the use of a virtual keyboard used with a touch screen and specific 
memory devices. However, Attenberg discloses the use of a keyboard and that it is well 
known to place the functions of a keypad, which is a simplified version of a keyboard, 
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onto a touch screen and that the composite image is stored in a memory device. In an 
analogous invention to Drake discloses a bumper sticker making apparatus, which 
discloses that a touch screen and a keyboard are analogous, input devices in column 
1 :45-51 . Drake discloses allowing the user to present the user's own customized 
slogan. With respect to the specific types of stickers Attenberg and drake have the 
apparatus to print and layout any type of background, foreground and text. Drake also 
discloses in column 5 lines 35-65 the use of a motherboard and conventional memory 
means attached thereto. In ah analogous invention to Frey therein is disclosed that it is 
an object of the invention to have a device, which can create an electronic image of the 
user and to which the user can selectively add textual messages, audio data and other 
visual images. Column 4 lines 1 -32 state that it is known to add a banner to the image 
as another graphical layer. Column 5 lines 57-63 discloses that the cpu uses standard 
software programs that are known in the art field to combine the electronic image 
captured by the camera, the optional superimposed banner, the optional audio 
message, and the optional text message into electronic files. Attenberg, Drake, and 
Frey are analogous inventions in that they are both related to sticker making kiosks. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would implement a virtual keyboard into the present 
machines given the motivation above that the functions of a keypad may be transferred 
to a touch screen and that a touch screen and a keyboard are analogous input devices 
for use in a sticker printing machine as disclosed by Attenberg. Additionally, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would understand the use of a plurality of types memory means 
for use in a computer environment the exact type of which would be an obvious choice 
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well within the capabilities of one skilled in the art and selectable from a plurality of 
conventional memory devices and types. Specifically, with respect to the type of image 
file used, bit map, one of ordinary skill in the art would understand that any file type that 
captures an image could be used. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to implement a virtual keyboard in either of the references given the motivation that the 
sticker printing kiosks use touch screens. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/22/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues.that none of the reference separate or in combination 
teaches of editing a desired layer by using touch screen and re-generating image data 
by overlaying image data of the edited layer and image data of non-edited layers in 
accordance with fixed order. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. 
Attenberg teaches of editing a desired layer using a touch screen (Column 2) and re- 
generating image data (column 7). Attenberg also teaches of plurality of layers and 
multiple image files generated from saved captured images (column 8), wherein 
Attenberg is capable to allowing the user to go back and edit each layer and the re- 
generating image data accordingly. 

The applicant argues that none of the reference separate or in combination teach 
of "preliminary processor means", which included copying data, which is stored in the 
storage medium and is subject to being written at least while the OS is operating, and 
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are accessible by a CPU in a First Stage as recited in claim 27 (wherein the important 
benefit of the structure recited in claim 27 is that the claimed sticker printing apparatus 
can be stably started). The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. Frey 
discloses of electronic storage device (column 2 lines 38-56) and in Column 5 lines 57- 
63 teaches of the CPU using standard software programs to coordinate various 
activities such as copying data stored in storage medium and is accessible by the CPU 
using the software program, which are known in the art. The said software program 
allows the printing machine to be stable and work effectively. The reference Frey 
teaches of a preliminary processing means as recited in claim 27 in more details in 
Columns 4 & 5. The combination of Attenberg, Drake and Frey teach of all of the 
claimed limitations as disclosed in the claims 

For the reasons provided above the rejection is maintained by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of°the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . /J 
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